
GROWING A LEGACY 

All middle school students are treated to an

overnight trip to the Ozark Natural Science

Center, providing inquiry-based environmental

science classes, fostering an appreciation for our

ecosystem, and piquing the interest of future

environmental scientists or biologists. 

Grant Highlight - Ozark Natural Science Center
Holt, Owl Creek & McNair Middle Schools

"Several years ago, we took a group of students to the Ozark Natural Science Center.  One of the students

in my field group was intellectually disabled.  He frequently struggled in the "traditional academic setting." 

During our first trail hike at ONSC, he was 110% engaged and on fire!  He asked so many relevant

questions and made a number of amazing observations.  During the evening lab experience, he 

was the first, and only, student able to explain the process of runoff water.  This student, and many others,

thrive in this setting and would not have this experience without the support of the Fayetteville Public

Education Foundation." Brandon Craft,  Principal at Owl Creek School

REACHING NEW HEIGHTS
The sky is the limit



Approximately $200,000 was available for grant distribution

from the endowment. However, $500,000 of our teacher

proposals went unfunded.

The growing number of teachers applying for grants 
and students for scholarships in 2018 was staggering!
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This is the promise of our public schools; this is the gift of the 
supporters of the Fayetteville Public Education Foundation.

The Fayetteville School District serves every child who walks 
through the door, regardless of race, ability, or income. 

Through our grants, students experience extraordinary 
opportunities - many for the first time.

C H A N G I N G  T H E  C O U R S E
Reaching new heights

While the look of public education in Fayetteville has changed, unfortunately the manner in which it is funded has

not. Taxes and state dollars are mandated to provide adequate funding. Teachers seek our support to offer

transformational, exceptional projects and to move the education from adequate to exceptional.

conceptualized by our educators. Every day, parents get to see their students engage  in trailblazing projects

brought to life by our benefactors.  Many of our alumni would be astonished at how much our classrooms have

changed since they were students.

As the Foundation has grown,

We have found it increasingly difficult to keep up with our teachers state-of-the-art proposals. We want to continue

to support those who create the best educational environments for our children but funding for these extraordinary

proposals greatly exceeds the income from the endowment.

so have the ground-breaking ideas

The Foundation has honed in on
strategic goals that reduce the
disparity in student outcomes
by supporting programs that
address both the academic and
social complexities of at-risk
and underserved students and
promote education equity.

Over 50 teachers received ground-breaking grants. However,

120 applications were denied

Scholarships were awarded to 12 students, but 63 need-based

scholarships were declined due to lack of available funding.

As a small organization with only three staff members, our overhead costs are low.  This permits sustainability and assures funds

from the endowment go directly to teacher grants and student scholarships. The Foundation does not receive any federal, state

or local tax income.  The operating costs are secured through unrestricted gifts from community partners, parents, alumni and

fundraising events.
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Over the years, it has become evident that support is needed

for more systemic, sustainable projects that can move the

needle.  We know our teachers are poised to execute larger-

scale, effectual projects to provide a pathway of opportunity

for the unique needs of every student.

The Challenge

Although blessed in so many ways, the Foundation cannot

address these challenges without the dedication, commitment,

and support of those who value it most.

In 1992, the citizens of Fayetteville 
personally and significantly invested 
in the education of our children

The endowment began with two goals  in  mind;
F irst ,  to  guarantee that  teachers would be the
sole benef ic iary of  support ,  engaging thousands
of  students in  extraordinary programs in our
Fayettevi l le  Publ ic  Schools  and second,  to  
ensure a sustainable investment that  would
remain in  perpetuity  for  generat ions of  students .

Twenty years later ,  the proof  is  ample :  the
endowment has grown from $750,000 to over  
$4 mil l ion dol lars .

through the establ ishment of  the 
Fayettevi l le  Publ ic  Education Foundation and 
an endowment to support  grants for  teacher-
in it iated projects .

Through the Pendergraft grant, students, regardless of household income, can

access string instruments such as violin, viola, bass and cello at their own school.

This gives students equal engagement in classical instruction and performance in

the public school setting.   Families do not have to make sacrifices simply to give

their children a chance to participate in orchestra. Students can learn to play a

string instrument for the first time and participate in the program through

graduation.

Each of us is called at this pivotal moment in time to seize the

opportunity to support multiple generations of students and

faculty, thereby making a lasting impact on Fayetteville Public

Schools.

In 2015, the Foundation added a grant awarded from the  

Neal R.  Pendergraft  endowment - funded through the  

Donald W. Reynolds Foundation.

Grant Highlight - Take a bow: Orchestra for All
FHS, Woodland, and Ramay

Merit sustainability for multiple cycles

Support ideas for cutting-edge summer and after school

programs that would greatly improve students outcomes

Provide systemic wide initiatives that are outside of the

district’s budget but would  positively impact the education

opportunity gap

More pressing, our Board is seeing many proposals for

projects that:
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Expanding after-school and summer programs to give students a safe 
environment to continue learning and developing outside the classroom.

Ensuring proper funding of educational adequacy to support the education
system our students need to excel.
Ensuring wrap around services that make sure kids have access to
food, shelter, healthcare and other necessities of life.

Improving resources for low-income students to help them transition into 
higher education or meaningful careers.

A Joint Statement from Arkansas Education Stakeholders: 
Investing in proven education strategies is investing in our future

The Foundation is taking the next steps to secure growth by embarking

upon a campaign, Reaching New Heights!

We know that our schools are where the magic happens; our programs
not only help our brightest students shine but also allow every child
to experience opportunities that would not be possible without their
attendance in our Fayetteville schools.

We are pleased to announce that the Campaign led by Co-Chairs Greg and Hannah Lee and Honorary

Chairs Jack and Anne Butt, will secure $3 million plus dollars to add to our endowment to achieve three

goals for long-term financial support.

https://tinyurl.com/StatsEduAr

O N W A R D  A N D  
U P W A R D

Now is the opportune time for the Foundation to increase dramatically our mission’s scope and success and

move to a new level of excellence.  

Now is the time for the promise of the Fayetteville Public Education
Foundation to expand its hope and vision!

Grant Highlight- Mobile Library
Asbell Elementary

This project offered accessibility to books and snacks to our students during the summer months through

a mobile unit. We planned to travel to 2-3 of our most highly populated attendance areas, however, soon

we were in high demand and ended up extending our trips. One mom started crying when one of our

teachers drove up to her neighborhood. She was so thankful that we took the time to bring books to her

twins. Without this service the students that we served would have had zero to very little access to books

throughout the summer.

The decision to grow represents a pivotal moment for parents and alumni, aligning with the maturation of

a proven program, and underscoring a long-term commitment to preserving our alumni's legacy and a

continuum of a well-prepared generation of graduates. The sky is the limit!
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A BETTER  WAY  FORWARD

The reality is, without endowment growth, the Foundation will leave many students without the enriching
experiences that teachers would like to provide. We believe the time is now to grow the endowment and begin
this next chapter in our support for Fayetteville schools. 
 
With a strong endowment, teachers will have the resources to promise a first-class educational experience,
regardless of the economic climate. Public education in Fayetteville will thrive and our students will be prepared
for the world ahead.

This fund wil l  provide resources  to support  “big” projects

that  wil l  result  in systemic changes and have a  far-reaching

impact over a  longer term, to ensure Fayettevil le  schools

and our students  are  on par with the best  public  and private

schools  in the country.  This  fund wil l  aim to address

conceptual  opportunities  or  challenges  that  teachers  have

identif ied,  or  provide seed money to accelerate promising

projects  to increase student outcomes.

$1,000,000
TRANSFORMATIVE FUND: 

This fund wil l  support  a  wealth of  co-curricular  after-school

and early  education programs.  While  these programs are

feasible  for  some,  the cost  is  out of  reach for many students .

These programs are rooted in evidence-based methods that

have proven to successfully  break the cycle  of  poverty for

public  education students .  

$1,000,000
ENRICHMENT FUND:

 

This fund wil l  support  projects  that  help our teachers  close

the opportunity gap and reach children from a wide range

of racial ,  cultural ,  and socio-economic backgrounds so that

every student wil l  be prepared for  l i fe  after  high school ,

whether their  choice is  to attend college,  obtain vocational

certif ication,  or  enter  the workforce.

$1,000,000
MOVE-THE-NEEDLE FUND:

 

$3,000,000TOTAL CAMPAIGN GOAL:  

www.fayedfoundation.org

The Foundation will continue its signature grants to teachers and scholarships for students. Growing the

endowment will mean that together we will provide educators with the resources for groundbreaking

programs to ensure our schools, our students, and our alma mater remain exemplary.

http://www.fayedfoundation.org/
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The Breakfast Club is an afterschool arts program offered to at-risk

students at Ramay Junior High School. The program specifically

serves children in poverty, particularly: students who demonstrate

risk-factors, students who are language learners, and students

performing below grade level.

 

This program has served at-risk students for three years. The

Foundation piloted the program in year one, serving 16 students.

Today, more than 70 students participate in the program, and     

 over 30 students are on a waiting list to join. 

Grant Highlight - The Breakfast Club
Ramay Junior High

"Students who struggle with literacy blossom into playwrights and authors. One 8th grade boy with

dysgraphia and dyslexia was thrilled when a published author gave the club permission to adapt her picture

book into a play. He started working on a script at home, and his mother found him trying to write dialogue

at midnight. He partnered with the program's director to complete the script and then performed it with club

members at Asbell Elementary.

 

Breakfast Club changes how kids feel about junior high. A young lady with a history of truancy who had to

repeat a grade asked if she could share her story with an audience at an after-school showcase for families and

friends. She thanked members of the club who had "showed her how to act right". She thanked them for

caring and listening.  She shared that because of drama club, she wants to come to school that she learned to

keep the drama in drama club rather than in the rest of her school day.  Along with three other students, she

wrote a scene called "Bully-Free Zone" which showed bullying from both the victim's side as well as the bully's

point of view.  She and her partners performed their scene at lunch for other students."

Martha Sandven, English/Language Arts Teacher at Ramay Junior High

THE SKY IS THE LIMIT
Reaching new heights


